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* Review 6, 3 most important aspects of righteous living at the time, meant as intimate things 

Someone explain the term “Hypocrite” 

• Matthew 6:5-15 

• Matthew 6:5 

In Israel, to this day, there are standard prayers that occur 3 times a day, sunrise, noon, and sunset 

Standard prayer book with prayers and references from Hebrew scripture 

Wear tefilin or tefilah – small boxes worn on the forehead and arm with the Shema written in them (Deut. 6:4-9) 

Tefilin were a part of the 1
st
 century Jewish life – actually found them dating back to Jesus’ time 

Much smaller then – ½ by ¾” – small postage stamp would easily cover it 

More than likely, Jesus wore tefilin and did the prayers as well 

• Matthew 23:5-7 

Evidence all over the Gospels that Jesus prayed in particular morning, noon, and evening 

Hasidic Jews on the plane and in the staging area – looking for 10 men 

• Psalm 55:17 Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur 

In Matthew 6:5, some of the Pharisees would coordinate their day so they would be in the middle of the market place at 

noon, then break out into their prayers simply to be noticed 

What does Jesus say about this? 

What is Jesus’ perspective on time in regards to prayer? 

Between you and God first, and it isn’t just limited to specific times 

I don’t know that I would go so far as to say He did away with this Jewish tradition, but it is not limited to this 

Not time oriented 

Keith used to mention to me how long he prayed – always made me feel like my walk was inadequate 

 

• Matthew 6:6 

How many times in the New Testament do we find public prayer? 

Not a ton…not necessarily wrong, but mostly the emphasis I think is to do it in private 

Pretty hard to worry about what people think when you are by yourself 

 

• Matthew 6:7 

What else does Jesus clarify in regards to prayer? 

Interesting, likens this over verbiage or babbling to the Gentiles 

Think he is specifically speaking of the Hellenists or Greeks – worshipped Dionysius, got totally wasted and babbled for 

ours thinking they would get the attention of the gods – literally seen as a mark that they had been taken over by the god 

Jesus says don’t be like that…like what? 

Prayer isn’t about a bunch of words 

 

• Matthew 6:8 

And what is this fourth clarification Jesus gives about prayer and our relationship with God? 

Not to dump a laundry list on God because He already knows what is going on 

• Is. 65:24 

 

So let’s look at what it is, and here I really want to borrow from Dave Eckman’s words 

Dave says there are 5 areas or issues that literally need to be sorted out on a daily basis 

And this prayer is NOT WHAT TO PRAY but rather HOW we ought to pray 

 

One other point – I have been speaking a ton that Jesus makes nothing up 

His voice is stepped I the Hebrew text of the Torah and the Prophets 

His voice is also stepped in the Rabbinic teaching of His time because they share the heart of the Father 

I quote Dave Eckman, Jeff Klippness, Brian Fuery…because they their words speak the heart of God and His Word 

Likewise, Jesus quoted Hebrew Rabbinic literature and the Oral Law constantly 



Bivin’s Unerstanding the Difficult Words of Jesus – Page 46 

Jewish New Testament Commentary – Page 31-32 

 

• Matthew 6:9 

1. Our Father in Heaven Hallowed be Your Name 

A Hebrew benediction which appears quite frequently in rabbinic literature can help us grasp Jesus' understanding 

of the Kingdom. 

In his confession on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest spoke the sacred name of God. 

When he pronounced that name, the people fell on their faces and cried, "His honorable name is blessed and his 

Kingdom is for ever and ever" (Yoma 6:2). 

What is the first issue that needs resolving? Why do you think? 

If you know God is our ultimate and intended Father, it will change our perspective on everything 

I love Dave’s comment on this, “The Phrasing of the prayer is to create a spiritual crisis…You do not view me as a 

slave, you do not vie me as a kid, but you view me through the person of Jesus. Therefore I have to respond to you 

not based on a relationship of rules and fear, but on a relationship of affection and principle.” 

In Heaven – very much a Matthew phrase-12x to be exact, Luke’s version simply says Our Father 

Remember Heaven is not a place so much to Matthew and the Jews, it is a REALM 

Hallowed - maybe better translated sanctified, literally the opposite of profane 

Because a martyr frequently caused others to glorify God as a result of his sacrifice, the Hebrew idiom "to sanctify 

the Name" often was understood as referring to someone who gave his life for his faith. 

Early Jewish commentaries provide insight into how biblical passages were interpreted during the New Testament 

era. "Do not profane my holy name, that I may be sanctified among the people of Israel" (Leviticus 22:32). 

Israel’s sages interpreted this verse to mean that one must be willing to die for one’s faith: 

One should take "Do not profane," to mean "Sanctify." And when He says, "that I may be sanctified," He means 

"Sacrifice your life as a martyr and sanctify my name." (Sifra on Leviticus 22:32; 99d) 

This is a powerful concept: one sanctifies God by living a holy life. Perhaps the full force of this expression in the 

Lord’s Prayer is most accurately expressed by Jesus’ words: "Let your light so shine before men that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven" (Mt. 5:16). 

 

• Matthew 6:10 

2. Thy Kingdom come 

Again, when you hear Kingdom what does it mean? 

God’s realm of authority, not a place, it is here, NOW 

Satan’s reigns over this world, but the Kingdom of God reigns and IS HERE NOW 

Nowhere in the Gospels do we read about the Kingdom that "comes." 

Apparently in Hebrew, one normally would not speak about the "coming" of a kingdom. 

One would use the verb lehamlik with the noun malkut, (kingship, kingdom). 

This is the Hebrew word used of Solomon when he was made king over all Israel and this word is related to the 

idea of the eternal Davidic Kingdom 

• I Chronicles 28:4-5 

The particular form of the Hebrew verb means "to make someone king," or establish a reign. 

This phrase from the Lord’s Prayer, therefore, can be reconstructed as "May you continue establishing your 

kingship…." 

It is parallel to the entreaty that follows: "May your will be done...." 

And the phrase, “in heaven and on earth,” delineates the scope of God’s rule: His Kingship is limitless. 

What is the issue here then? 

Our willingness to not just accept but to desire His authority in our lives 

What would that feel like if we bought into it? 

• Matthew 11:28-30 

 

• Matthew 6:11 

3. Our Daily Bread 

What is the issue here? 

• Proverbs 30:8 

Bread in Hebrew refers to all of man’s physical needs, not riches or poverty, but needs 

Really get a sense of the Exodus and the daily manna 

 



• Matthew 6:12 

4. Forgive us debts (includes sins and unmet obligations) 

What is different about this verse than the others? 

Only statement of prayer with commentary, none of the others has this 

Why do you think that is? 

• Matthew 6:14-15 

Again, out of all these issues to work thru, why is this THE ONLY ONE with 2 additional versus to explain it 

You can REALLY see how important this was to God 

Remember Matthew 5:23-24? 

Do you think Jesus really means God won’t forgive us if we don’t forgive others? 

No different than saying cut your hand off or pluck your eye out 

Being extreme…this is HUGE to God that we work out our differences 

In fact, God ASSUMES we will have worked them out before we even consider approaching Him 

Don’t see this stronger than in Matthew 18:23-35 with the unforgiving servant 

Mishnah: The Day of Atonement atones for transgressions of a person against the Omnipresent, but it does not 

atone for transgressions of a person against his neighbor unless he first appeases his neighbor. (Yoma 8:9) 

170 B.C., Ben Sira placed forgiveness in the context of prayer: 

Forgive your neighbor the wrong he has done, and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray. Does a man 

harbor anger against another, and yet seek for healing from the Lord? Does he have no mercy toward a man like 

himself, and yet pray for his own sins? (Ben Sira 28:2-4) 

• Luke 23:43 

Diaries of a Mad Black Woman, “You gots to forgive…not for him, but for you.  

Implication is that it is you that will be eaten up, not the other person 

 

• Matthew 6:13 

5. Lead us not into temptation 

What is the issue being addressed here? 

What is the difference between temptation and evil? Why does He mention both? 

Hebrew parallel (like poetry we discussed), reinforces the idea = but deliver us form evil 

And notice, it is not avoiding sin, but temptation = test, way before the issue 

And delivery from evil = from beyond, the forces of evil itself 

Several rabbinic prayers also contain a plea for God’s help in standing against the power of evil. 

The blessing that was to be recited when a person washed his face in the morning began by thanking God for 

"removing the bands of sleep from my eyes," and continued with a prayer which includes a request for God’s aid in 

resisting temptation: 

…May it be pleasing to you, O LORD our God and God of our fathers, to train me to walk in the 

way of your Torah and to cling to your commandments. Lead me not into sin or transgression and 

iniquity, or into temptation or disgrace. Do not let the evil inclination gain control over me...but 

help me cling to the good inclination and good deeds, and bend my inclination to be in submission 

to you.... (Berachot 60b) 

 


